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No sooner | had set out from the early east

than | had westered out past twilight's end
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The Mountain Poem
Ibn Khafaja
What throttled at my saddle? Was | riding

the camel's body or the blastful wind?

No sooner had | set out from the early east
than | had westered out past twilight's end,
Alone, as dunes delivering me to dunes

moved me from rainless waste to rainless waste.
And | saw through the dark like a fell veil
falling across the faces of the Fates.
My home was nowhere other than the saddle,
my refuge was none other than the sword,

My friendship came from faces of desires
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laughing with wishes for lips, without a word.
Under a night that, when | thought it over,
proved false my hope of dawn, | quickened my pace
Trailing a black cloak of the dark behind me
reaching for hope's white bosom to embrace.
| ripped the night's shirt open and beheld
a dawn-grey wolf there, sneering through the air.
Dark shards of sunrise glinted in its mouth.
A peering star blazed in its piercing stare.
| saw a mountain too, its haughty peak
and bunched spine vying with the worlds on high,
Deflecting every salvo of the wind,
and shouldering the starlight from the sky,
Brooding above the dunes like some great thinker
considering days to come as nights go by
With black clouds wrapped about it for a turban
and bangs of redhead lightning in its face.
And through the night, that tongueless mountain uttered
marvelous things:
How much more time in space?
How long have | been the assassin's safe house
And sheltered hermits from the human race?

How many rovers have but passed me by,
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or bid their camels slumber in my shade?
How many times have whirlwinds smacked my body
while | stood ground against the sea's green blade?
Doom reached and took them all. Its ruinous wind
ripped each of them from time. As times go by
My throbbing thickets are a gasping chest,
and my doves' cooing is a mourner's cry.
No solace of forgetting stopped my tears.
I've wept them out on a life bereaved of friends.
How long shall | remain while riders go,
bidding farewell as one more friendship ends?
How long shall | be shepherd to the stars
with lidless eyes that cannot help but see
Them rise and set and rise as nights burst past
right to the last night of eternity?
So, Lord, have mercy on Thy desperate servant.
Lifting a hand of stone, Thy mountain kneels.
And | heard every lesson in its sermon
translated by the tongue of its ordeals.
That grueling night made it the greatest friend
Whose grief consoled, whose solace grieved till dawn.
And so | said, as | turned toward journey's end,

"Farewell, for some must stay and some ride on."
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Lover of Lovers

Rabi'a

My cup, my poured spirit and companion are three.

| am Rabi'a the fourth, fevered and longing For the One | yearn
for who waits on me.

Round the clock, round the room, in the cupbearer's hands
Goes the gratifying cup of grace and jubilee.

If | stare, none see me except by Him.

If I'm there, none see the Me as separate from our We.

O small men who rebuke me, His beauty has swept me!
By God, | block my ears to your abuse. | can see.

How many a soul burning night of surfeiting

Fixation made my head like a fountainhead weep!

The drops won't dry away, nor my oneness with Him
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Abide, nor my eyes find ease of sleep.
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| am from there

Mahmoud Darwish

| am from there and | have memories. Like any other
Man | was born. | have a mother,

A house with several windows, friends and brothers.
| have a prison cell’s cold window, a wave

Snatched by seagulls, my own view, an extra blade
Of grass, a moon at word’s end, a life-supply

Of birds, and an olive tree that cannot die.
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| walked and crossed the land before the cross
Of swords banqueted on what its body was.

| come from there, and | return the sky

To its mother when it cries for her, and cry
For a cloud on its return

To recognize me. | have learned

All words befitting of blood’s court to break
The rule; | have learned all the words to take
The lexicon apart for one noun’s sake,

The compound | must make:

Homeland.
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My Mother

Mahmoud Darwish

| long for my mother's bread

My mother's coffee

Her touch

Childhood memories grow up in me
Day after day

| must be worth my life

At the hour of my death

Worth the tears of my mother .

.

And if | come back one day

Take me as a veil to your eyelashes
Cover my bones with the grass
Blessed by your footsteps

Bind us together

With a lock of your hair

With a thread that trails from the back of your dress
I might become immortal

Become a God

If | touch the depths of your heart.

* %%
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If | come back

Use me as wood to feed your fire

As the clothesline on the roof of your house
Without your blessing

| am too weak to stand.

| am old

Give me back the star maps of childhood
.

So that |

Along with the swallows

Can chart the path

Back to your waiting nest.
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